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FactSeeker, the fact-checking 
unit of the Sri Lanka Press 
Institute (SLPI), has been 
cracking down on fake news in 
print media, electronic media 
and social media, by 
identifying and exposing false 
ininformation with veried data.

This report is generated 
through false information 
observed by FactSeeker from 
1st to 30th November 2021.

In November, 61.5% of the news identied were facts related to 
social issues. The Kinniya ferry accident and a photograph of the 
same was falsely published on several news websites and social 
media. The photograph used for the news headline on several 
mainstream newspapers on 24th November 2021 about the 
accident was from a former accident on the Benthara river from 
2016. 



Disclaimer

Please note that the data presented in the report represent only the 
monitored data by FactSeeker during the month adhering to our 
selection criteria.

Read our methodology at www.factseeker.lk for more details.

An Intervention of 
Sri Lanka Press Institute

A video was also found to be circulating about the 
Kinniya ferry accident although the video footage 
was from an accident in Chandpur, Bangladesh.

It is noteworthy that a number of celebrities are linked with fake news related to their health 
condition and false death notices. The following celebrity deaths were  thus reported;

- Fake news that the actor Sarath Chandrasiri has passed away
- Fake news that the senior actress Irangani Serasinghe has passed away
- Posts republished stating that Rowan Atkinson alias Mr. Bean passed away 

The most controversial health related news item of the 
month was;

- Is the Covid-19 vaccination card mandatory?

Among the fake news related to politics, the rumors under 
the headline “Appointment of P.S.M Charles as a member of 

the One Country One Law Task Force” attracted a lot of 
attention. 

Despite the  rapid spread of fake news on mainstream media, social media and other platforms, 
FactSeeker continues to debunk fake news to improve public media literacy. 
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